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Abstract

In 1983 a sinkhole, with diameter and depth of approximately 250 ft (76 m)
and 22 ft (?m) respectively, appeared abruptly under the Farm-to-Market (FM)
highway 442 in WhartonCounty, Texas. The FM 442 Sinkhole site was over the
Boling Dome, located approximately S0 mi (80 km) southwest of Houston. The
characteristics and history of the site were reviewed, and early sulfur mining
was located at a distance of around 1500 ft (460m) from the site, along with
ofl well drilling at closer distances. Subsequently a scenario is proposed that
designates the primary reason for development of the Sinkhole to be the early
mining activity in the local area, rather than natural geologic processes or
hydrologic Interconnections to distant sulfur mining. Thus. careful siting
investigations should suffice to determine the stability of facility sites on
Gulf Coast salt domes, including those that are/were sulfur productive.
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