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ABSTRACT 

Many salt domes and deep bedded salt formations are hot 
enough to aid the production of salt from brine that is 
solution mined from these deposits. To produce hot brine 
for salt production, deep wells must be drilled and 
properly completed. Insulating gas blankets between tubing 
and casing strings will allow the brine to retain it's 
bottom hole temperature while being circulated to the 
surface. The naturally hot brine can then be used to 
reduce the cost of vacuum pan operations, save energy, and 
increase production from solar salt evaporation ponds. In 
effect, the brine wells themselves become geothermal energy 
sources. Deep wells, from seven to twelve thousand feet, 
can be reliably drilled and operated with today's 
technology. 
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